Faraday Lake Shoreline Assessment

To: Doug McGhee

Date: August 16, 2007

Please find attached the map sheets completed by the Ontario Stewardship Rangers over the period of August 16-17. I have included a digital copy of all the maps in PDF format as well as the benthic protocol manual you were interested in. The benthic protocol is, as far as I know, the most commonly used protocol and is published by the Ontario Ministry of Environment. I also have included a new publication Jennifer Card has available “A Shoreline Owner’s Guide to Lakeland Living” which has a ton of great information and would definitely be a benefit to your lake association. 

*The process that they used to mark out the shoreline conditions on the map(s) is by visual observation only and it should not be used as a precise indicator of the boundary’s or exact locations. The map(s) gives general shoreline conditions only.*

Key:

N = Fully Naturalized Property

B(x) = Buffer (meters) Present

X = Unnatural Shoreline

E = Erosion

In general Faraday Lake seems in good shape despite being one of the more heavily used Lakes in the area. There is some evidence of shoreline erosion, but as the actual physical make up of the shoreline is a mix of sand and large rock the damage is being kept to a minimum. We felt that many of the private properties have heavily developed shorelines with minimal natural buffers. Much of the remaining naturalized shoreline is crown land. 

Our suggestions are:

Look into programs to encourage property owners to re-naturalize their properties, The Living by Water Project, Docktalk by FOCA, and the Bancroft Stewardship council Tree and Shrub Planting Program are all great starting points. The suggested natural buffer strip is 30 meters and most properties on the lake the buffer strip is much less.

By increasing the natural buffer strip shoreline plants will take root, holding together the shore line and erosion will be reduced. The plants also act as a natural filtration system, removing excess nutrients from entering the lakes ecosystem and increasing water quality. 

I would like to thank-you for giving the Ontario Stewardship Rangers an opportunity to explore Faraday Lake and I hope the information they gathered will be of use to you.

Many Thanks 

Vern Bastable

Ontario Stewardship Ranger Lead

