NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2006

Support the B-Strong Fund at Princess Margaret Hospital

Annual General Meeting (AGM)

We wish to thank those who attended our AGM on Saturday, August 5. Considering the problems caused by the Hydro outage, we had a good turnout. Also, we thank Joy Bible Camp for their generosity in allowing us the use of their facilities. 

Our next AGM will be held at Joy Bible Camp on Saturday, August 4, 2007 at 10:00 A.M. At that time, elections will be held as a few of the present executive members may want to leave their position.

A lot of time and effort have been spent for the good of our lake and more remains to be done. Your help is needed now. We hope you will offer your time and assistance. The water is fine, come and join in. Help us help our lake.

Joy Bible Camp

Joy Bible Camp accommodates young people, i.e., tots to teens etc. The Camp provides food, equipment for the recreation and sports activities, tents for their overnight outings, among many other things. The camp provides good fun, proper care and guidance for young people. 

To show your appreciation, perhaps you could consider assisting the camp in their efforts with a donation in some amount or offering to volunteer some of your spare time assisting them with a work project; it will be greatly appreciated. For further information, contact the camp at: 613-332-3696, or drop into their office. 

Water Testing Laboratories

Some of you asked about having the Lake Water tested near your beach etc. We have obtained a list of Water Testing Laboratories from the Hastings and Prince Edward Counties Health Unit – Bancroft Office.

Working in or Around Water

A few of us have heard and read about people who have been fined $30,000 to $100,000 for breaking laws or rules, we suggest you do the following.

Before planning a project, involving "Working in or Around Water," contact the Ministry of Natural Resources Office (MNR) in Bancroft, at 106 Monk Street, Highway, 28 South; Telephone: 613-332-3940. In most cases your project can be approved by them. In some cases, you may be directed to a person at Fisheries and Oceans Canada, in Peterborough. Also, we suggest you contact the Township of Faraday in the event a building permit is required. Both the MNR and the Association have information pamphlets and circulars you can read. Good Luck on your projects!

Ontario Stewardship Rangers – Plant/Tree Survey 

Through the Bancroft Area Stewardship Council and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, the Ontario Stewardship Rangers crew, conducted a Tree and Plant Survey at our lake near the end of July. The Survey included the area south of Carmichael Creek and to the area just north of the end of Trout Lake Road. The result of the survey is posted here. 

Another Plant and Tree survey is to be scheduled for next summer covering a different part of our lake. We may be asking you for permission to enter your property.

Future Stewardship Rangers Projects (OSR Crew)

In addition to the above survey, more projects are planned for the future, they are: Shoreline Rehabilitation Study, Tree Planting, Fisheries and Streams Assessments Study, Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Study, Waterfowl Study, and Amphibian and Reptile Study.

The OSR crew is not allowed to operate power tools or machinery of any kind, i.e., fuel, electric, battery etc. There are good reasons why they cannot. Sometimes we will need power tools, at which time we will volunteer and use our own and may need to ask you to assist.

2007 Tree and Shrub Planting Program

The Stewardship Council, in partnership with the Bancroft Area Forest Industry Association, facilitate the planting of more than 15,000 trees and shrubs each year. The plants are made available each Spring to rural landowners and community organizations throughout the Stewardship Council catchment area on a "first-come, first served" basis. The cost of the plants is subsidized through generous donations and contributions from the forest industry. For more information visit the BASC Tree and Shrub Planting Program.

Carmichael Creek Project

It appears the Carmichael Creek Project may be completed soon. A DFO and MNR biologist, accompanied by two Committee members, toured the creek early in August. It was decided to leave it as is, as evidence could be seen that the creek may eventually revert back to its original course. Some pea-gravel will be placed in certain parts of the creek and further improvements follow. The biologists will be sending us a report for future reference.

Lake Plan

The Lake Plan Committee continues to hold meetings; the process is moving along well. A group of people from our wonderful community at Faraday (Trout) Lake continues to help in this phase. Further meetings will be held before late fall. If you wish to participate in this project, whether young or old, please contact the following: Linda Kalafatides: Cottage – 613-332-5853; Home – 416-462-3298 or Gerry Thomas: Cottage: 613-332-3502; Home – 519-620-1618. 

Invading Species

The Goby, although not known to be in our lake, is another item on the Invasive Species list. If you see this little fish, please let us know. 

The Hogweed plant, also here, has been noticed a few miles away from our lake. Since it is reported to be worse than poison ivy, we advise you to see the photos and read the articles. The plant has been seen about 5 miles away from our lake, as the crow flies. A fine oil substance on the Hogweed plant can temporarily blind or permanently damage people's eyes, if they touch the plant with their fingers and then rub their eyes. The Flower is attractive, even to some young children. The plant grows as high as 10 to 15 feet.

In addition, for the benefit of the local logging, lumber industry and us, we remind you of the Plant Pests that could present a threat. More information about invading species is on the News page.

Membership

You may attend meetings without a membership. A membership in our Association is $20.00 which gives you the right to vote on Association matters. The funds received from membership are used to pay the various costs associated with the projects we undertake and to keep our lake a nice place to have a home or cottage. If you wish to become a member, please mail a cheque to: Gerry Thomas, 108 Harwood Road, Cambridge, Ontario, N1S 4S7 or see a Committee member. Please make the cheque made payable to: "Faraday Trout Lake Cottagers and Landowners Association."

Classified

If you are a cottager, resident or camper, on or near our lake and there is something you wish to sell or buy, let us know the details and we will send an announcement to the people on our list and place the details on our Web site. Also, if you have lost or found something, let us know. There is no charge.

Web Site and E-mail

Our Web site is intended solely for your benefit and enjoyment. As your lake is also our lake, likewise, our Web site is also your Web site. The Web site comes at no cost to the Association.

We thank those who have contributed to our Web site. Is there something you wish to place on the Web site? Is there something you think we should have on the Web site? What are your thoughts? Please feel free to let us know. 

We send e-mails containing information that we feel may benefit some of you. If you are not receiving our e-mails and wish to do so, please send your e-mail address to us.

Boat Launch Road

Through the Ministry of Natural Resources, permission is granted to maintain the road at the boat launch for putting or taking boats out of the lake. The road will likely need a few loads of gravel this fall.

Some cottagers and residents on our lake have looked after the road maintenance costs using a "User Pays" system. That is, they use the boat launch, they contributed towards the cost. Thankfully, two or three of them contributed who do not use the boat launch and one person has been doing the necessary bulldozing and grading, practically donating his operating time and the use of his own equipment. Without these people contributing, the road would not have been repaired.

Since some good things will end someday and before that happens and to save us time in the future, we have decided to start a fund before more road maintenance is done. If you use the boat launch, we are asking you for a cheque in the amount of $30.00 or more. We are looking for about $800.00 to $1,000.00 total. 

If you wish to contribute, please send a cheque made payable to: "Faraday Trout Lake Cottagers and Landowners Association" and earmarked: "Boat Launch." You can mail the cheque to: Gerry Thomas, 108 Harwood Road, Cambridge, Ontario, N1S 4S7 or you can drop it off to either Gerry Thomas, Doug McGhee, or Gary Martin.

The FOCA and WRAFT Update from our Secretary is on the News page.

Our Lake

In the spring and fall, all who come to our little lake, enjoy its quiet scenic surroundings of pine and spruce, birch and maple, along with other trees. In addition, its mountain-like rocky landscape and surrounding hills, the Loons and other water fowl, small animals, fish, occasional deer, bear and a moose, add more to its wilderness character. The winter, although some days harsh and cold, offers us a special snow covered landscape, especially on bright sunny days. 

Add to this, during the months of July and August, our little lake becomes busy. Activities on the lake such as: swimming, tubing, sailing, water skiing, knee boarding, fishing, canoeing and kayaking gets into full swing. 

After a long and busy day out in the fresh air, we all like to relax. In the evening, It's here that the idea, "let's have a campfire," comes to our mind. We all will testify, there is nothing that tops off a good day at the lake, any better, than a campfire. In summary, each day at our lake, we enjoy a nice outdoors experience. 

Let's never take any of this for granted. Help us protect our lake's environment and that which it offers. When burning firewood or brush, please be careful with your fires.
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